
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR VOTERS’ PAMPHLET 

Effective response for all emergency services in Coos County relies on a 911 radio communication 
system, which ensures fire department, ambulance and police services receive emergency calls and 
are able to respond.  The radio system is past its expected replacement date, and is experiencing 
failures at an increasing rate. To address the safety issues created by the radio system failures, 
Coos County proposes to upgrade the system, which will require a local option tax in the amount 
of $.20 per $1,000 of assessed value for five years. 

The 911 radio system has been continually failing, with incidences increasing in frequency, and 
repairs becoming more difficult.  In October of 2019, the entire system was inoperable for a period 
of about 36 hours.  Parts were borrowed from other towers in the county, which enabled the 
system’s operation while searching for replacement parts.  As new parts are no longer 
manufactured, old used parts were ordered online.  As of now, those parts are maintaining the 
system, but are unreliable, expensive and increasingly more difficult to find.   

To address the continuing system failures, a planning group has been working on a replacement 
system since August, 2018.  The group represents all aspects of emergency services, including 
Emergency Management, ambulance, fire, police, civilian and the Coos Forest Protective 
Association (CFPA).  CFPA has offered space on several radio towers, which will allow for an 
increase from six to thirteen tower sites, which includes towers for Coos Bay and North Bend 
emergency services. This will fix holes in radio communication which would otherwise not be 
addressed.    

 Payment options for the replacement 911 radio system have been exhaustively researched, 
including grants, loans, leases, cost-share analysis and installment plans.  After weighing the 
options, Coos County proposes a local option tax in the amount of $0.20 per $1,000 of assessed 
value, which will fully fund the repair and upgrade to our emergency radio communications 
system.  The funds raised by the tax will include a built in maintenance fund for unanticipated 
repair needs.  The average assessed residential property value in Coos County is approximately 
$163,000.  A $0.20 levy on a similar property value will create a tax of $2.72 per month.  

 


